
 
USCPF President, Dr. Chi Wang, shakes hands with Vice President Xi Jinping at a 
Feb. 15 welcome luncheon. Photo by Kaveh Sardari.

On Wednesday, February 15, 2012, the 
U.S.-China Policy Foundation (USCPF) 
joined the National Committee on U.S.-
China Relations, the U.S.-China Business 
Council, and several 
other organizations to 
host a reception and 
luncheon in honor 
of  Chinese Vice 
President Xi Jinping 
at the Marriott 
Wardman Park Hotel 
in Washington DC. 
The luncheon was 
attended by nearly 
600 distinguished 
guests.

Xi Jinping was 
introduced by the 
Honorable Henry A. 
Kissinger, former U.S. 
Secretary of  State, who 
told the Vice President 
that he had arrived at a “crucial moment” in 
time. China is set to undergo a once-a-decade 
leadership transition later this year, while the 
United States has its presidential elections. 
Xi’s trip to the United States provided a rare 
opportunity for American leaders to become 
better acquainted with the presumed future 
leader of  China and his views on key issues in 
the relationship. Xi also had the opportunity 
to expand his existing knowledge of  America. 
This was the second time Xi has visited 
America; he spent time in Iowa in 1985 as 
part of  an agricultual mission. 

At the welcome luncheon, Vice President 
Xi gave his first major policy address in 

Washington, DC. His speech highlighted 
the positive course of  U.S.-China relations 
and encouraged the formation of  a strong 
China-U.S. cooperative partnership for the 

future. Xi described the mutual benefit the 
countries had derived from building strong 
ties, including increased bilateral investment 
in each other’s economies and more people-
to-people exchanges. Xi said China also 
welcomed “a positive role” by the United 
States in the Asia Pacific region but hopes “at 
the same time, the United States will respect 
the interests and the concerns of  China” in 
its own neighborhood.

The USCPF was honored to help 
welcome Vice President Xi to Washington, 
and hopes his visit will have a positive effect 
on the future of  U.S.-China relations.
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Already, 2012 
has proven to be an 
eventful year for U.S-
China relations. The 
sensational news stories 
surrounding the Chinese 
politician Bo Xilai and 
the Chinese activist Chen 
Guangcheng captured 
media attention around 
the world earlier this 
spring. With both the 
Chinese leadership 

transition and the American presidential elections slated to take 
place later this fall, we can rest assured the news coverage is not 
likely to cease anytime soon. 

However, here at the U.S.-China Policy Foundation we 
are constantly reminded that the true nature of  the U.S.-China 
relationship is not defined by one or two events. Instead, the 
relationship depends on steady education, cooperation, and 
exchange on all levels, from Chinese Vice President Xi Jinping’s 
official visit to America in February to visits from academic 
and political delegations. Whatever the current news stories, the 
foundation of  the relationship remains strong.

The USCPF, now in our 17th year of  operation, continues 
to do our part to foster an atmosphere of  mutual trust and 
understanding between America and China. We began the year by 
helping to host a welcome banquet for Xi Jinping, who is expected 
to be named the next leader of  China later this fall. USCPF also 
published a book chronicling Xi Jinping’s visit and the major 
statements made by both American and Chinese officials during 
this trip. We were honored to help host Vice President Xi Jinping, 
and we hope that his visit to America will help establish a stable 
U.S.-China relationship for the next decade. 

The USCPF is also proud of  our work coordinating meetings 
and visits for other delegations from China. Both the Chinese 
People’s Institute of  Foreign Affairs and Zhejiang University 
reached out to USCPF to help coordinate and schedule meetings 
with their American friends, colleagues, and counterparts. Just 
like Xi Jinping’s visit, these exchanges represent the pulse of  a 

healthy U.S.-China relationship, one built on communication and 
understanding.

USCPF also continued our educational mission by producing 
new episodes of  China Forum, our weekly television program on 
recent developments in China. Topics ranged from current events, 
including the Bo Xilai scandal, to general discussions on issues 
such as the rule of  law in China. I was also honored to be invited 
by the China Institute of  America’s Renwen Society to give a talk 
on my memoirs, focusing especially on my role in helping further 
U.S.-China relations. Such educational programs are crucial to our 
mission of  helping Americans and Chinese better understand one 
another, and we hope to expand such initiatives in the future. We are 
currently exploring the possibility of  sending a teachers’ delegation 
to China as part of  the 100,000 Strong Initiative, and hope this 
project will take shape in the near future.

Each of  our programs helps to further our mission of  promoting 
mutual understanding between the U.S. and China. We are proud 
to be able to engage in such a wide variety of  programs. From 
arranging meetings and dialogues between American and Chinese 
officials to hosting banquets for visiting guests, from publishing 
books on U.S.-China relations to producing a TV show, China 
Forum, USCPF has been hard at work on a number of  different 
initiatives. We are also already well into the planning stages for 
our annual PolicymakersTrip to China program, which will send 
a delegation of  congressional chiefs of  staff  to China in August 
2012. USCPF would not be able to engage in such a variety of  
programs without the continued support of  our donors. We would 
like to thank all our sponsors and supporters for their continued 
commitment to nurturing a stable U.S.-China relationship. USCPF 
is proud of  the work we have done on this front, and we hope you 
enjoy reading about our recent activities.

Dr. Chi Wang at the USCPF’s 2011 Gala Dinner. 
Photo by Kaveh Sardari.

Chi Wang, Ph.D.

President and Chair
U.S.-China Policy Foundation

A Message from the President
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On Saturday, 
May 5, 2012, the 
Renwen Society of  
the China Institute 
in America hosted a 
special lecture and 
book signing by Dr. 
Chi Wang about his 
book, A Compelling 
Journey from Peking 
to Washington: 
Building a New 
Life in America. Dr. 
Hsin-Mei Agnes 

Hsu, Director of  Arts and Culture at the China Institute, made 
introductory remarks before Dr. Wang’s talk.

Co-chaired by Dr. Yong Ho and Dr. Ben Wang, the Renwen 
Society at the China Institute has hosted regular talks by prominent 
Chinese intellectuals, artists and other distinguished individuals in 
their Saturday Lecture Series since 2003. 

Nearly 70 distinguished guests attended Dr. Wang’s talk, 
including relatives of  the late Chinese poet Xu Zhimo. During the 
talk, Dr. Wang recounted his childhood experiences during one 
of  the most turbulent periods in Chinese history, including the 
Japanese occupation of  Hong Kong and mainland China and the 
Chinese civil war. As the son of  a prominent Chinese government 
official and general, Wang grew up surrounded by the elites of  
China’s military and political establishment. The story of  his youth 
in China reveals his many encounters with these powerful and 
colorful figures.

In 1949, Wang left China to study in the United States, 
traveling though mainland China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong during 
the final days of  the Chinese civil war. After graduating from 
college, however, his life took a very different turn. He could not 
return to China as planned due to the outbreak of  the Korean War. 
Over 20 years would pass before he would again see his siblings and 
the rest of  his family.

In the United States, he started working on an archives project 
for the Library of  Congress that would lead to an unexpected 

career spanning nearly half  a century of  helping the Library build 
up its Chinese collections. During Wang’s tenure as head of  the 
Chinese section, the Chinese Collection grew from 300,000 to over 
a million volumes. As one of  the largest centers for China studies 
outside Asia, it helped meet growing demand for information and 
materials on China from Americans.

In 1969, Wang became a professor of  history and U.S.-China 
relations at Georgetown University, where he still teaches today. 
During this time, he became part of  a growing movement to help 
reestablish ties between China and America. In 1972, Wang was 

invited by the Chinese 
government to help 
arrange cultural 
exchanges between 
China and America. 
He became one of  
the first Americans 
allowed to visit 
China after Nixon’s 
historic trip. 

On his trip 
to China, Wang 
s u c c e s s f u l l y 

negotiated an exchange agreement between the Library of  Congress 
and the National Library of  Peking and subsequent agreements 
with major Chinese academic libraries. In 1995, he co-founded the 
U.S.-China Policy Foundation and is still working there today on 
his lifelong goal of  bringing China and America closer together. 

Dr. Wang’s book talk at the China Institute reflected his many 
years of  experience in U.S.-China relations, as well as providing a 
fascinating reminder of  how America and China have both changed 
over the years. Dr. Wang was honored to be invited by the China 
Institute to share his remarkable life story.

Dr. Chi Wang Speaks at China Institute

Dr. Chi Wang, President of the USCPF, discusses his 
book. Photos courtesy of the China Institute.
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From left to right: China Institute Renwen Society 
Co-chairs Dr. Ben Wang and Dr. Yong Ho, and Dr. 
Chi Wang, President of the USCPF.
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On May 22, 2012, the USCPF hosted a lunch 
reception at the Cosmos Club to welcome Ambassador 
Lu Shumin, vice president of  the Chinese People’s 
Institute of  Foreign Affairs (CPIFA), and members 
of  his delegation during their visit to Washington. 
Among the first members of  the Chinese foreign 
ministry to be posted abroad, Ambassador Lu fondly 
recalled his early years of  promoting U.S.-China 
relations under the Jiang administration and remarked 
on the wide-ranging cooperative activities that have 
developed since then in bilateral relations.

Amb. Lu was accompanied by Mr. He Zhigeng, 
director for Asian, African and American Affairs at 
CPIFA; Mr. Xing Susu, deputy director for policy 
research at CPIFA; and Ms. Lv Ting, staff  member 
of  the Department of  North American and Oceanic 
Affairs at CPIFA. Counselor He Xiangdong and First Secretary Shen 
Jun represented the Embassy of  the People’s Republic of  China. 
USCPF board members Amb. James Sasser, Amb. Herbert Horowitz 
and The Honorable Donald Anderson also attended the luncheon, as 
did other distinguished friends of  the foundation.

 

      Founded in 1949, CPIFA is one of  the most important foreign 
policy organizations in China and has a long history of  hosting 
Heads of  States, high-ranking U.S. government officials, and scholars. 
CPIFA hosted Presidents Nixon, Carter, Clinton, and Bush when they 
visited China.  For the past few years, the CPIFA has also collaborated 
with the USCPF to arrange our annual Policymakers Trip to China 
program, and will be working to plan our trip for congressional chiefs 
of  staff  during the 2012 August recess.

USCPF Welcomes Amb. Lu Shumin and CPIFA Delegation

Amb. Lu Shumin (standing) speaks before distinguished guests at a May 22 luncheon hosted by USCPF.

Zhejiang University president meets 
with U.S. House Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, U.S. 
Congressman Richard Hanna
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On Wednesday, May 30, the 
U.S.-China Policy Foundation 
arranged for a delegation of  
officials from Zhejiang University 
led by Dr. Wei Yang, President 
of  Zhejiang University, to have 
meetings with James Bergeron, 
Director of  Education and 
Human Services Policy for 
the House Education and the 
Workforce Committee, and U.S. 
Congressman Richard Hanna (R-
NY). Prior to his current position, 
Dr. Yang handled higher education 
issues in positions at the Ministry 
of  Education and China’s State 
Council.

In meetings with Bergeron, 
the group heard about the role 
of  Congress in setting American 

higher education policy. The major 
differences between American and 
Chinese academic institutions 
were discussed, as was how each 
government ensures equal access 
to education for underprivileged 
students. 

During the meeting with 
Congressman Hanna, Dr. Yang 
introduced China’s STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) education 
initiatives and explained the role 
Zhejiang University plays in their 
advancement. Also discussed 
were prospects of  more American 
students receiving higher education 
in China. The USCPF was 
delighted to help facilitate these 
informative meetings.  
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Dr. Wei Yang 
(third from 
left) and other 
members 
of Zhejiang 
Univer-
sity meet with 
Mr. James 
Bergeron 
(fourth from 
left) from the 
U.S. House 
Committee on 
Education & 
the Workforce.



The following excerpt is from a 
chapter in Amb. Chas W. Freeman Jr.’s 
upcoming book, China and America: 
Forty Years On. The rest of  the chapter 
will appear as an article in the next 
issue of  USCPF’s policy publication, the 
Washington Journal of  Modern China. 

Forty years ago, China was ostracized 
by the world’s great powers, large and 
small.  It was openly admired only by tiny, 
idiosyncratically Communist Albania.  
Having rejected Soviet tutelage, China 
stood angrily outside the bipolar world 
order of  the Cold War.  Today China is a 
central participant in global governance.  It 
has emerged as a formidable competitor of  
established powers like the United States, 
Europe, and Japan in many spheres, with 
expanding prestige and influence not only 
in Asia but well beyond it.  

Many see the multiple effects of  
China’s rise as the primary challenge to 
American dominance of  world affairs – the 
Pax Americana that succeeded the collapse 
of  the Soviet Union – as well as to the 
liberal international order that America 
helped create and lead after World War 
II.  If  nothing else, the rapid growth of  
China’s economy and defense capabilities 
is proving to be a lucrative cure for post-
Cold War enemy deprivation syndrome.  As 
such, it has become a principal justification 
for increased funding for the U.S. military-
industrial complex.  But is China destined 
to supplant American global military 
supremacy, displace the worldwide 
ascendancy of  Western values, replace the 
U.S.-crafted world order with a system 
“made in China,” or project its military 
power across the globe?  Does it even aspire 
to do any of  things?  Could it if  it wanted 
to?  

China’s return to wealth and power is 
indeed one of  several factors hastening the 
end of  the Pax Americana by bringing into 
being a more complex and pluralistic global 
order.  China is about to become both the 
world’s biggest economy and an immovable 
military object, if  not an irresistible military 
force.  But China lacks the ambition, the 
exportable ideology, the political appeal, 
and the geopolitical circumstances necessary 
to assume the global leadership roles that 
America played in the last century.  China 
will participate in crafting an international 
order to succeed the crumbling status quo, 
but, for a wide variety of  reasons, it is 
unlikely to lead this process or to become 
the global hegemon, the world’s supreme 
military power, or an economic model 
for others.  It is entirely possible – even 
likely, if  current trends continue – that the 
United States and China will stumble into 
various forms of  confrontation, including 
military confrontation.  But this is far from 
inevitable...  

In 2012, everyone abroad acknowledges 
the military prowess of  the U.S. armed 
forces, but almost no one still sees the 
United States as a political or economic 
model to be emulated.  Almost no one 
looks to China as a model either.  China 
continues to advance, but its political 
economy is a work in progress that lacks 
both a doctrine and an operating manual.  
China’s success serves to power skepticism 
about American political values and 
economic doctrines that predict China’s 
failure.  China’s example doesn’t present an 
adoptable alternative to these values and 
practices.

For the rest of  the article, please see 
the upcoming issue of  the Washington 
Journal.

“Will China Rule the World as the U.S. 
Once Did?”
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        Published twice a year, the Washing-
ton Journal of  Modern China (WJMC) 
is a policy-oriented publication with 
scholarly articles on modern Chinese 
culture, economics, history, politics 
and U.S.-China relations. The journal 
also features informal material, such 
as transcripts from discussions and 
roundtable events, travel observa-
tions, and book reviews. Please send 
article submissions and manuscripts 
for consideration to wjmc@uscpf.org  

      Currently in its 20th year of  publi-
cation, the WJMC maintains a list of  
subscribers that includes many of  the 
world’s top academic and policy insti-
tutions. An annual subscription that 
includes two issues can be purchased 
at the individual rate of  $30.00 and 
institutional rate of  $40.00. Ship-
ping and handling is an additional 
$5.00 per subscription. Archived is-
sues can be obtained for $14.00/is-
sue. If  interested, please contact 
uscpf@uscpf.org to subscribe. 

     For academic and library institu-
tions, contact your local EBSCO rep-
resentative to place a subscription 
order to the WJMC. We also work 
with SWETS and Harrassowitz.     
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The U.S.-China Policy Foundation recently produced new 
episodes of  its television program, China Forum. China Forum 
airs every Sunday at 2:30 PM on WNVC/MHz1. With nearly 
200 episodes produced since 1991, China Forum is an educational 
program that seeks to advance American understanding and 
awareness of  the increasingly nuanced relationship between the 
United States and China. Produced by Dr. Chi Wang, President of  
USCPF, each weekly program features a panel of  experts discussing 
contemporary trends and issues.

This year, China Forum has produced new episodes on a 
variety of  topics. In preparation for the February visit of  Chinese 
Vice President Xi Jinping, USCPF invited Dr. David Lampton, 
Director of  China Studies at Johns Hopkins University’s School 
of  Advanced International Studies and a USCPF board member, 
and Dr. Robert Sutter, Professor of  Practice of  International 
Affairs at the George Washington University’s Elliott School of  
International Affairs, to discuss the purpose of  the visit and its 
implications for U.S.-China relations. 

China Forum also featured USCPF President Chi Wang, who 
discussed his recent book, A Compelling Journey from Peking to 
Washington: Building a New Life in America. Dr. Wang discussed 
his childhood as a student in pre-revolutionary China, his new 

beginnings in America, and his contributions to U.S.-China 
relations in the historic era of  rapprochement.

China Forum also invited Dr. Cheng Li, Director of  Research 
at the Brookings Institution’s John L. Thornton China Center, 
and Mr. Richard McGregor, the Washington D.C. Bureau Chief  
for the Financial Times, for a timely episode analyzing the recent 
scandal surrounding Chinese politician Bo Xilai.

The most recent episode of  China Forum showcased a 
discussion on the rule of  law in China with Dr. James Feinerman, 
Professor of  Asian Legal Studies at Georgetown Law and the Co-
Director of  Georgetown Law — Asia, and Dr. Sophie Richardson, 
China Director at Human Rights Watch.

USCPF extends its thanks to all of  our featured experts, who 
make it possible for us to continue to discuss the most interesting 
and relevant issues in U.S.-China relations on China Forum. We 
look forward to producing new episodes and welcome suggestions 
from USCPF friends on future topics. Simply email ideas to: 
uscpf@uscpf.org

New ChiNa Forum episodes oNliNe

New episodes of ChiNa forum are Now available for view-
iNg oN the u.s.-ChiNa poliCy fouNdatioN’s youtube page at:   
www.youtube.Com/user/usCpf. stay CurreNt oN News about 
ChiNa by CheCkiNg the usCpf’s webpage for weekly News 
updates, visitiNg our faCebook page, or followiNg us oN 
twitter. 

website: www.usCpF.org

                                      u.s.-ChiNa poliCy fouNdatioN 
                   美中政策基金会

                                       
                                       usCpf
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BUILDING  
A BETTER CHINESE 

COLLECTION FOR THE 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Chi Wang

SELECTED WRITINGS

RECENT AND UPCOMING PUBLICATIONS

Xi Jinping’s Vice Presidential Visit to America. Pub-
lished by the U.S.-China Policy Foundation. May 2012. 48p.

About the Book

     This publication in the Summit Series chronicles Chinese 
Vice President Xi Jinping’s five-day visit to the United States 
from February 13-17, 2012. The U.S. administration saw Xi’s 
visit as an opportunity to exchange views with and broaden its 
understanding of  the likely future leader of  China. Building on 
agreements reached during President Hu Jintao’s visit to the 
United States in January 2011, the countries sought to increase 
bilateral dialogue and work together on promoting a coopera-
tive and mutually beneficial relationship. 
 
      Over the course of  five days, Vice President Xi traveled from 
Washington, D.C. to Iowa and California and interacted with 
senior government officials, business leaders and a large cross 
section of  people in the United States. The book provides Xi’s 
itinerary, as well as a representative sample of  full-color photos 
and the transcripts of  major speeches made by Vice President 
Xi and U.S. officials during his visit. Altogether, the book rep-
resents a snapshot of  U.S.-China relations just before the begin-
ning of  a new era in Chinese leadership. 

Building a Better Chinese Collection for the Library 
of  Congress. Published by Rowman Littlefield. Available in 
July 2012. 207p.

About the Book

       In this collection of  essays written by the former head 
of  the Library of  Congress Chinese Collection, Dr. Chi Wang 
chronicles the modest beginnings of  the Chinese Collection at 
the Library of  Congress and its transformation into the larg-
est collection and Chinese cultural presence outside Asia. For 
anyone who has ever wondered what goes on inside the Library 
of  Congress’s marble walls, Wang relates an insider’s enthralling 
account of  the major milestones and changes to the administra-
tion of  the Collection over the years. 
 
       Readers will be surprised not only to learn about some of  
the rare and priceless books that have found their way to the 
Library of  Congress, but also by the candidness with which 
Wang shares his story about serving under three Librarians of  
Congress. The book not only has value as American library his-
tory but also serves as a useful introduction to Chinese histori-
cal archives and libraries. Select writings discuss publication and 
personnel exchanges with Chinese academic libraries, Chinese 
character encoding and library automation, and publishing ac-
tivities in China.
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The book is available in print 
and electronic formats from the 
U.S.-China Policy Foundation. To 
order, please contact the Founda-
tion at (202) 547-8615 or uscpf@

uscpf.org 
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Though U.S.-China relations are currently stable, there always remains a need to foster better understanding between the 
two countries. Support from friends, individuals, and corporations interested in building relations is welcome, no matter the 
amount. The U.S.-China Policy Foundation depends on such support to carry out its activities throughout the year.

Name                                                                                                      

Address                                                                                                

City/State                                                 Zip Code                             

As a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, all contributions to the USCPF are completely tax-deductible and go directly towards supporting meaningful and cost effective 
programs. All contributors will be identified in the subsequent USCPF newsletter.

The U.S.-China Policy Foundation
316 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Suites 201-202
Washington, DC 20003

If  you have any questions, please call us at 202-547-8615.

   I wish to give a contribution of  $                            
  I am enclosing a check for $                              to
                  support the work of  the U.S.-China Policy Foundation

If  you wish to give a donation, please fill out the form and mail it back to us at the address below:

A special thank you
to our sponsors

Sponsors

Sybase, Inc.

Supporters

Donors Other
The Honorable 
Barbara Hackman 
Franklin
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