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Our art exhibits, photo displays, 
and other cultural events help 
Americans learn more about 
Chinese culture and history. The 
U.S.-China Policy Foundation 
and our board members have 
also published multiple books 
and articles on U.S.-China 
relations. 

In times of tension, mistrust, 
and uncertainty, informal connections like those built 
by the U.S.-China Policy Foundation remain resilient, 
holding the relationship together and encouraging 
understanding and growth. 

As a new U.S. presidency begins and the U.S.-China 
relationship faces new challenges and upheavals, it 
is even more important that these informal channels 
stay open and thriving. With the help of our friends, 
sponsors, and Board Members, I am positive we can do 
our part to help encourage mutual understanding and 
ongoing engagement. 
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This year marked the  milestone 25th anniversary of the 
U.S.-China Policy Foundation. Although the year did 
not go as planned, with a global pandemic canceling 
or altering many of our programs, we adapted and 
persevered. Our fortitude, and that of all our friends 
during this difficult time, has only served to strengthen 
our commitment to our mission and goals. 

I have devoted much of my career to improving U.S.-
China understanding and engagement. As someone 
who moved to the U.S. from China, leaving my family 
behind, the state of the relationship has always been very 
personal to me. I remember the difficult years during the 
Cold War when I could not get in touch with my family 
and very little news came out of China. 

I have seen first-hand how much of a difference 
communication, engagement, and continued interaction 
between our two peoples truly makes. It was with this 
in mind that I joined Ambassadors John Holdridge and 
Arthur Hummel in founding the U.S.-China Policy 
Foundation. I am happy to see that we have reached a 
quarter century.

Over the years, USCPF has been committed to building 
bridges and mutual understanding between the U.S. and 
China through people-to-people diplomacy, education, 
engagement, cultural exchanges, and business dialogue.

Our educational delegations to China have allowed 
bipartisan groups of congressional staff to experience 
China first-hand. They have met with U.S. ambassadors 
at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, discussed economic 
relations with U.S. business leaders, and toured U.S. 
and Chinese businesses. They have had the opportunity 
to see both urban and rural areas in China, speak with 
students and professors, and learn about Chinese culture. 

Our public panel discussions, round table events, and 
track II military exchanges have fostered dialogue 
and increased understanding. USCPF has also helped 
welcome multiple Chinese officials and leaders to the 
U.S. over the years. 
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The U.S.-China Policy Foundation is a non-profit organization based in the U.S. and capital solely dedicated to promoting 
and improving U.S.-China relations. The U.S.-China Policy Foundation is committed to building bridges and mutual 
understanding between the U.S. and China through people-to-people diplomacy, education, engagement, cultural exchanges, 
and business dialogue.

BACKGROUND

The U.S.-China Policy Foundation (USCPF) was founded in 1995 by the current USCPF president, Professor Chi Wang, 
and the late Ambassadors John H. Holdridge and Arthur Hummel, Jr. The founders dedicated their careers as diplomats and 
scholars to fostering better relations between the U.S. and China. Holdridge joined Dr. Kissinger on his secret trip to China 
in 1971. Wang traveled to China in 1972 on behalf of the U.S. government to establish cultural and educational exchange 
programs during the delicate period of rapprochement. Hummel, who had been born in China to American missionary 
parents, served as the U.S. Ambassador to China from 1981-1985.

They founded USCPF to continue their work. Over the years, disagreements have continued to cause occasional friction 
between the U.S. and China. Unfortunately, these disputes have been exacerbated by misunderstandings and misconceptions 
that stem from different cultural and political histories. USCPF hopes to bridge these gaps, improve understanding, and 
foster an environment that allows for a more productive bilateral relationship.

USCPF is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. USCPF is nonpartisan and does not receive government funding, ensuring that it 
remains impartial and free from outside influence. USCPF works closely with scholars, policymakers, and the general public 
to achieve a deeper level of communication and understanding, and promote bilateral exchange and people-to-people ties.

ACTIVITIES

Educational delegations to China for the senior staff from the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, track II military 
delegations, and business delegations allowing American companies to meet with Chinese officials and companies.

Fall, spring, and summer internship programs training young Americans to become future leaders and policymakers in U.S.-
China relations. Each year, we receive many more applicants than we have the capacity for. We hope that with additional 
funding we can further expand our internship program.

Public panels and discussions on current topics related to U.S.-China relations.

Dialogues and exchanges between U.S. and Chinese officials, scholars, and business leaders. USCPF also works with other 
organizations to welcome Chinese leaders when they visit the U.S., including President Xi Jinping.

Various publications including The Washington Journal of Modern China, the China Forum television program, and a 
variety of books and reports written by scholars and USCPF Board Members.

Cultural events, including art exhibits, film screenings, and displays of historical photos.

For more information, please visit the U.S.-China Policy Foundation’s website: www.uscpf.org

Introduction & Mission
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On Wednesday, December 16, the U.S.-China Policy 
Foundation held a virtual gala to celebrate our milestone 
25th anniversary.

Global emergencies like the COVID-19 pandemic 
make abundantly clear how interconnected we are 
as an international community and how important it 
is to maintain avenues of communication, dialogue, 
and exchange. While we could not meet in person, we 
were honored to celebrate with everyone and renew our 
commitment to promoting U.S.-China engagement and 
mutual understanding.

Our speakers for the evening were Dr. David M. Lampton, 
Congressman Rick Larsen, and Ambassador J. Stapleton 
Roy. They shared their reflections on the history of 
U.S.-China relations, analyzed the current state of the 
relationship, and shared their thoughts on the relationship 
moving forward in the next U.S. administration.

Ambassador Roy looked back at the history of the 
U.S.-China relationship and the different phases it 
went through. He then moved forward to today’s tense 
relationship and provided analysis and advice for moving 
forward, highlighting the dangers of ideological lenses 
and misconceptions when approaching bilateral ties and 
policymaking. 

He warned, “If Washington and Beijing cannot reconcile 

their respective interests and ambitions in East Asia 
and the world, this will increase the possibility of 
military confrontations, divert resources from economic 
development to a dangerous and costly arms race, enhance 
the likelihood of nuclear proliferation, and increase 
pressures on the countries of East Asia to choose sides. 

Four decades ago, the division of East Asia into hostile 
blocks ended, laying the basis for the region’s economic 
miracle. Recreating this division would be an enormous 
set back. No country will benefit from such an outcome, 
least of all China and the United States themselves.”

Dr. Lampton discussed public attitudes in the U.S. and 
China and the need to “lower the temperature” of rhetoric 
and turn instead to diplomacy and building relationships 
and trust. He outlined both the shared interests and 
challenges the Biden administration will face with China 
and laid out priorities Biden should address once in office. 

He concluded, “In the last few months, our two countries 
have overcome systemic challenges. In our case, we  
have preserved our democracy, and in China’s case, it 
impressively managed the COVID-19 epidemic after 
the initial period. Each of our countries should be more 
confident as we deal with one another. Dealing with 
each other implies a competitive dimension, along with 
cooperation. The mere fact of competition, however, 
implies an equality between our two nations.” 

 Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy
U.S. Ambassador to China (1991-1995)

(Pictured at the 2019 Gala)

25th Annual Gala Dinner
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 Dr. David M. Lampton
Director of China Studies Emeritus, John Hopkins, SAIS

(Pictured at 2016 Gala )



Congressman Rick Larsen (D-WA) is co-chair of the 
bipartisan U.S.-China Working Group. He discussed the 
importance of understanding China to U.S. policymaking, 
how Congress views China, and the China strategy he 
endorses. 

During the event, the U.S.-China Policy Foundation also 
reflected on our 25 years of programs, shared greeting 
letters from President Jimmy Carter and Dr. Henry 
Kissinger, played clips from past gala speakers, and heard 
from our president, Professor Chi Wang.

The U.S.-China Policy Foundation would not have 
reached our 25th anniversary without our friends and 
sponsors. Thank you for your support. 

China Telecom Americas
Merck

HKETO
(Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office)

Wanxiang
J.R. Simplot

2020 Gala Sponsors
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 Congressman Rick Larsen (D-WA)
Co-Chair, U.S.-China Working Group

(Pictured at 2015 Gala )



Panel Discussion

65

The Outlook on U.S.-China Relations
 

On March 4, 2020, The U.S.-China Policy Foundation held a panel discussing the outlook on U.S.-China relations. 
Our four experts each highlighted different key factors affecting U.S.-China relations, offering a multifaceted look 
at this important bilateral relationship. Topics included trade relations, American policy and attitudes toward China, 
Taiwan after the 2020 elections, and more. The full discussion is available at https://bit.ly/3eltg1H. 

Speakers and Topics

Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy
Former U.S. Ambassador to China

U.S.-China Policy Foundation Board Member

Topic: Current Dimensions of the U.S.-China Relationship

Ambassador Craig Allen
President, US-China Business Council

Topic: U.S.-China Trade Relations

Dr. Robert Sutter
Professor of Practice of International Affairs

The Elliott School, George Washington University

Topic: Cross Currents in Recent American Pushback Against China’s Challenges

Dr. David J. Keegan
Former Deputy Director, American Institute in Taiwan

Former Director, Office of Taiwan Policy, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs

Topic: Taiwan after its 2020 elections: Implications for Taiwan, China, and the U.S.



WJMC
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The Washington Journal of  Modern China
Fall/Winter 2020, Volume 16

In the early months of the new administration, President Biden has emphasized the importance he will be placing on 
diplomacy as a vital tool of foreign policy.

He said, “America cannot afford to be absent any longer on the world stage. And under the Biden-Harris Administration, 
America is back. Diplomacy is back.” His interim national security report also pledged to “lead with diplomacy” and 
said the administration would “make smart and disciplined choices regarding our national defense and the responsible 
use of our military, while elevating diplomacy as our tool of first resort.”

With this renewed emphasis on diplomacy, it is important to reflect on diplomatic efforts in the past and learn lessons 
for effective diplomacy, especially when it comes to complex and vital relationships like that between the U.S. and 
China. Our most recent edition of the Washington Journal of Modern China, which was written prior to the election, 
helps do just that. 

This issue is a special diplomats and diplomacy edition that includes exclusive interviews with former ambassadors. 
The interviewees highlight their greatest challenges and successes as ambassadors, discuss what lessons they learned, 
and outline their hopes for the future of the U.S.-China relationship. 

 
WJMC Fall/Winter 2020, Vol. 16

Conversations with Ambassadors (2020)

Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy
Ambassador James Sasser

Ambassador Zhou Wenzhong
Ambassador Gary Locke

The 1981–1982 Sino-American Taiwan Arms Sales 
Negotiations, Ambassador Chas W. Freeman, Jr.

Looking Back on U.S.-China Normalization, Ambassador 
John H. Holdridge (1999)

A Conversation with Arthur Hummel, Jr. (1990)

As USCPF president Chi Wang explains in the introduction, “When tensions are at their worst or unexpected roadblocks 
occur, it is the strength of diplomatic ties that allow the two countries to find a path forward.”
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A Compelling Journey from Peking to Washington
Second Edition

In 2020, Professor Chi Wang completed the second edition of his memoir, expanding the narrative, adding anecdotes, 
and highligting the greater historical context surrounding his life events. The memoir became available for purchase 
through Hamilton Books and Amazon in February 2021. 

A Compelling Journey from Peking to Washington follows 
the life of Chi Wang. We are first introduced to Wang as 
a young child fleeing with his family through China from 
encroaching Japanese forces. We see the ravages of the Sino-
Japanese war from the eyes of someone who lived through it, 
only to have the post-war peace quickly overshadowed by a 
growing civil war between the Nationalists and Communists. 
During this tumultuous period, Wang’s father served as an 
important Nationalist general, allowing a deeper picture of 
these conflicts to emerge.

Wang then decides to leave China for the United States just 
before the People’s Republic of China is formed. His new 
life in America begins as the China he grew up in is changed 
forever. As Wang adapts to living in America, he also has to 
come to terms with the increasing distance from his homeland 
due to the ongoing Cold War. He yearns to stay connected 
with the land where his family still lives while giving back 
to his adopted home. He accomplishes this through a long 
career where he is actively involved in fostering U.S.-China 
understanding and educational exchanges.

Through Chi Wang’s experiences and memories, readers 
will also gain insight into key developments in U.S.-China 
relations from someone who saw them unfold. Some of the 
major highlights of his career include a groundbreaking trip 
to China on behalf of the US State Department in 1972, 
shortly after Nixon’s own trip; nearly fifty years working at 
the US Library of Congress where he became the head of the 

Chinese and Korean Section, successfully growing its collection from 300,000 volumes to over one million; and the 
founding of the U.S.-China Policy Foundation in 1995.

The first edition of this memoir was awarded the Chinese American Librarian Association (CALA)’s Best Book Award 
in 2011. 

Chi Wang Memoir

7



Newsletters

Support USCPF
You can show your support for enhanced U.S.-China relations by making a contribution to USCPF. As a non-
profit organization, we rely on donations and sponsorships for the ability to continue to organize programs and 
events. Any donation amount is appreciated. To donate, please detach and mail the form below or visit us online 
at uscpf.org/v3/donate/. You can also call us at 202-547-8615.

   [   ]  I am donating in the amount of  □ $50 □  $100 □  $500 □ $1,000 □ Other ___________
           to support the work of the U.S.-China Policy Foundation.

   [   ]  I am interested in learning more about sponsorship opportunities and benefits.

   Name _____________________________  Title/Affiliation ___________________________________

   Address ____________________________  City/State ______________________ Zip code _________

   Phone _____________________________   Email __________________________________________

Please enclose this form with a check made out to the U.S.-China Policy Foundation and mail to 
300 New Jersey Ave NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20001

The USCPF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 
An official receipt will be sent to the address provided. For more information, contact 202-547-8615 or uscpf@uscpf.org
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When the coronavirus pandemic led to in-person events being canceled, the U.S.-China Policy Foundation was 
quick to adapt and find a virtual way to keep our friends and subscribers informed about developments in U.S.-
China relations. We started by sending out an email newsletter with an array of U.S.-China relations and related 
resources. The newsletters continued and expanded. Issues included news updates and analysis on key current events, 
including efforts to tackle the pandemic, the U.S. presidential election, updates on economics and trade, presidential 
appointments, policy statements, congressional legislation, and key speeches and remarks by leaders of both countries. 
Each newsletter has around 200-300 active readers, with even more subscribers. 

To receive the newsletter, email uscpf@uscpf.org with “Subscribe-USCPF Newsletter” in the subject line. 



As a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, contributions to the USCPF are tax-deductible and are always used to support our worthy and 
cost-effective programs. All contributors will be identified in the subsequent USCPF annual report.

美中政策基金会
The U.S.-China 

PoliCy FoUndaTion

316 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Suite 202

Washington, DC 20003

Tel: 202-547-8615
Email: uscpf@uscpf.org 

www.uscpf.org

Est. 1995
Washington, DC

FoUnding MeMberS
The Honorable John H. Holdridge 
(1921-2001)
The Honorable Arthur Hummel, Jr. 
(1920-2001)

honorary ChairS
Mr. Maurice R. (Hank) Greenberg

exeCUTive board
Dr. Chi Wang, President and Co-Chair
The Honorable James Sasser, Co-Chair
Dr. David M. Lampton
Dr. Kenneth G. Lieberthal
General John F. Phillips USAF (ret.)
The Honorable Joseph W. Prueher
The Honorable Clark T. Randt
The Honorable J. Stapleton Roy 

honorary adviSorS
The Honorable Max Baucus
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
The Honorable Barbara Hackman Franklin
The Honorable Chuck Hagel
The Honorable Dr. Henry A. Kissinger

PrograM and develoPMenT oFFiCer
Ariane Rosen

reSearCh and ediTorial aSSiSTanT
Allison Golden
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The U.S.-China PoliCy FoUndaTion 
woUld like To Thank oUr 2020 SPonSorS

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office

Dr. David M. Lampton          Ms. Zhaojin Ji 
Mr. Woody Goldberg          Dr. Robert Sutter    




