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our reach, for both our speakers 
and our guests, to outside of 
the immediate Washington, DC 
metro area. 

One of the programs I am 
especially proud of is our China 
Forum: Conversations with 
Ambassadors series.  In this 
program, we sit down virtually 
with former U.S. Ambassadors 
to learn about their career, insights, and advice for 
today’s diplomats. It is important to continue to learn 
from the past and engage with experts to allow greater 
understanding and insight for policymakers today. 

I am grateful that so many of you share in my dedication 
to promoting a stronger, more beneficial, U.S.-China 
relationship. I look forward to continuing our efforts 
moving forward. 
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More than 26 years ago, Ambassador John H. C, 
Ambassador Arthur Hummel, Jr., and I got together to 
discuss the state of U.S.-China relations. We had all 
dedicated our careers to the relationship and understood 
the many challenges and difficulties it faced. We worried 
that in times of increased tension the relationship would 
deteriorate to a degree that would make understanding 
and engagement difficult, if not impossible. Without 
understanding and continued dialogue how would the 
relationship be able to avoid unwanted conflict and 
move forward?

It was with that in mind that we started the U.S.-
China Policy Foundation. Today, we have seen that 
unofficial engagement remains a necessary pillar in the 
overall U.S.-China relationship. We are also frequently 
reminded of the dangers of misunderstanding and the 
importance of dialogue. 

As U.S.-China tensions increase, the work done by the 
U.S.-China Policy Foundation remains more important 
than ever. 

This past year, as we continued to cope with a global 
pandemic, the U.S.-China Policy Foundation staff 
remained engaged and committed to our work, continuing 
to improve and expand our virtual programming. We 
also took advantage of the digital platform to expand 
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The U.S.-China Policy Foundation is a non-profit organization based in the U.S. capital and solely dedicated to promoting 
and improving U.S.-China relations. The U.S.-China Policy Foundation is committed to building bridges and mutual 
understanding between the U.S. and China through people-to-people diplomacy, education, engagement, cultural exchanges, 
and business dialogue.

BACKGROUND

The U.S.-China Policy Foundation (USCPF) was founded in 1995 by the current USCPF president, Professor Chi Wang, 
and the late Ambassadors John H. Holdridge and Arthur Hummel, Jr. The founders dedicated their careers as diplomats and 
scholars to fostering better relations between the U.S. and China. Holdridge joined Dr. Kissinger on his secret trip to China 
in 1971. Wang traveled to China in 1972 on behalf of the U.S. government to establish cultural and educational exchange 
programs during the delicate period of rapprochement. Hummel, who had been born in China to American missionary 
parents, served as the U.S. Ambassador to China from 1981-1985.

They founded USCPF to continue their work. Over the years, disagreements have continued to cause friction between the 
U.S. and China. Unfortunately, these disputes have been exacerbated by misunderstandings and misconceptions that stem 
from different cultural and political histories. USCPF hopes to bridge these gaps, improve understanding, and foster an 
environment that allows for a more productive bilateral relationship.

USCPF is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. USCPF is nonpartisan and does not receive government funding, ensuring that it 
remains impartial and free from outside influence. USCPF works closely with scholars, policymakers, and the general public 
to achieve a deeper level of communication and understanding, and promote bilateral exchange and people-to-people ties.

ACTIVITIES

Educational delegations to China for the senior staff from the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, track II military 
delegations, and business delegations allowing American companies to meet with Chinese officials and companies.

Fall, spring, and summer internship programs training young Americans to become future leaders and policymakers in U.S.-
China relations. Each year, we receive many more applicants than we have the capacity for. We hope that with additional 
funding we can further expand our internship program.

Public panels and discussions on current topics related to U.S.-China relations.

Dialogues and exchanges between U.S. and Chinese officials, scholars, and business leaders. USCPF also works with other 
organizations to welcome Chinese leaders when they visit the U.S., including President Xi Jinping.

Various publications including The Washington Journal of Modern China, the China Forum television program, and a 
variety of books and reports written by scholars and USCPF Board Members.

Cultural events, including art exhibits, film screenings, and displays of historical photos.

For more information, please visit the U.S.-China Policy Foundation’s website at www.uscpf.org
Receive news and program updates by emailing uscpf@uscpf.org with the subject” “Subscribe – USCPF Newsletter”

Introduction & Mission
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On Tuesday, December 21, the U.S.-China Policy 
Foundation held a virtual gala to celebrate our 26th 
anniversary. 

During our panel we heard special guest remarks from 
both U.S. and Chinese officials: 

Ambassador Qin Gang
Embassy of the PRC to the U.S.

Deputy Assistant Secretary Rick Waters
The Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs

Congressman Rick Larsen (WA-02)
Co-Chair, U.S.-China Working Group

Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy
U.S. Ambassador to China (1991–1995)

The gala also featured an expert panel on the topic “U.S.-
China Relations: Reflecting on the Past Year and Looking 
Forward to the Future.” The panelists were:

Dr. David M. Lampton
Senior Fellow, SAIS Foreign Policy Institute

Topic: Washington and Beijing’s polices and their impact 
on U.S.-China relations

Dr. Robert Sutter
Professor of Practice, GWU Elliott School

Topic: U.S. Congress and its approach to China

Dr. Douglas Paal
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Topic: Taiwan

Ambassador Craig Allen
President, US-China Business Council

Topic: U.S.-China trade and business relations

We also presented our U.S.-China business leadership 
award to Mr. Xu Tan from China Telecom Americas and 
our U.S.-China media leadership award to Ms. Shannon 

Tiezzi with The Diplomat, heard from USCPF president 
Professor Chi Wang, and reflected on the importance of the 
work the U.S.-China Policy Foundation does to promote 
U.S.-China mutual understanding and engagement.

A special thank you to our speakers, friends, and sponsors.

 Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy
U.S. Ambassador to China (1991-1995)

(Pictured at the 2019 Gala)

26th Annual Gala Dinner
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 Dr. David M. Lampton
Senior Fellow, SAIS Foreign Policy Institute

(Pictured at 2016 Gala )



Below are some quotes from our various guest speakers. 
Full videos of the gala and clips of each speaker are 
available on the USCPF website and YouTube channel.

Ambassador Qin Gang

“Over the past few years, the China-U.S. relationship 
has gone through serious difficulties. This is not in the 
fundamental interests of the two peoples....The China-
U.S. relationship is at a critical juncture. Last month, 
President Xi Jinping held a virtual meeting with President 
Joe Biden. As President Xi pointed out in the meeting, 
the most important event in international relations over 
the past 50 years was the reopening and development 
of China-U.S. relations. The most important event in 
international relations in the coming 50 years will be for 
China and the U.S. to find the right way to get along.”

Deputy Assistant Secretary Rick Waters

“The relationship between the United States and the 
People’s Republic of China is the biggest geopolitical test 
of the 21st  century....Our relationship with the PRC will 
be competitive when it should be, collaborative when it 
can be, and adversarial when it must be. This relationship 
is defined by intense competition. We will continue to 
invest in ourselves, at home, to out-compete China. And 
we will continue to work with our allies and partners. 
And that intense competition requires equally intense 
diplomacy. This is why we are focused on responsibly 
managing this competition.”

Congressman Rick Larsen

“Instead of thinking just defensively, the U.S. needs to have 
a proactive agenda that increases U.S. competitiveness. I 
support a comprehensive China strategy oriented around 
four guiding principles: (1) recognizing there are existing 
areas of conflict and competition. (2) to expand the 
economic playbook to include offensive measures so the 
U.S. is more competitive (3) let’s identify areas where 
bilateral cooperation is in both nations’ interests (4) let’s 
get our own house in order.” [edited for length]

“The U.S.-China relationship is complex. It can only grow 
and improve through engagement and dedication. Every 
relationship takes a lot of work and it’s important to focus 
on the actions the U.S. can take to move the relationship 
forward.” 

China Telecom Americas
The Honorable Barbara H. Franklin
26th U.S. Secretary of Commerce

Wanxiang America

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office 
(HKETO)

2021 Gala Sponsors
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 Congressman Rick Larsen (D-WA)
Co-Chair, U.S.-China Working Group

(Pictured at 2015 Gala )

Speaker Quotes



China Forum
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China Forum is an educational interview-style program bringing in a wide range of scholars, practitioners, and other 
experts to discuss contemporary issues dealing with China and U.S.-China relations. China Forum began filming 
in 1992 and has included distinguished guests such as the late ambassadors Arthur Hummel, Jr., John Holdridge, 
Leonard Unger, and James Lilley; former U.S. Secretary of Defense William J. Perry; sitting heads of the Hong Kong 
Economic and Trade Office and various China policy centers; diplomats; subject area experts; and more. The program 
was originally broadcast on local PBS television and was viewed by academics, U.S. government officials, and foreign 
embassies located in Washington, DC. It is now online, allowing the important discussions to reach broader audiences.

Dr. David M. Lampton
On Thursday, May 27, Dr. David M. Lampton, Senior 
Fellow at the SAIS Foreign Policy Institute and Professor 
Emeritus at Johns Hopkins, SAIS, joined an episode of 
China Forum. 

Dr. Lampton discussed China’s infrastructure and 
development policies, the Belt and Road Initiative, and his 
new book – Rivers of Iron. This was an especially important 
and timely topic given the Biden administration’s emphasis 
on infrastructure reform, which was also addressed during 
the conversation.

Ambassador Craig Allen   
On July 29, Ambassador Craig Allen, president of the US-
China Business Council, joined China Forum to discuss 
U.S.-China trade and business relations. 

The topics he touched on include the scope of U.S.-China 
trade and economic ties, the unique aspects of the U.S.-
China economic relations and challenges faced, the Trump 
era tariffs, and the business community’s hopes for the 
future of U.S.-China business relations and U.S. policy 
priorities. 



In 2021, The U.S.-China Policy Foundation started a new series China Forum: Conversations with Ambassadors. In 
this series, we will be interviewing various former U.S. ambassadors to China about their lives, careers, and U.S.-China 
relations. We truly believe that understanding our past diplomatic relationship with China and learning lessons from 
the ambassadors who helped shape it are both vital for ensuring strong diplomacy and effective China policy in the 
future. We hope these programs will serve as a useful primary source to supplement lessons and conversations about 
U.S.-China relations and diplomatic history.   

Conversations with Ambassadors
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Ambassador
 Chas W. Freeman, Jr.

Ambassador Chas W. Freeman, Jr. joined USCPF for two 
episodes of Conversations with Ambassadors. 

Ambassador Freeman spent 30 years in the U.S. foreign 
service. He served as Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
International Security Affairs, earning the highest public 
service awards of the Department of Defense, U. S. 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia, and principal deputy assistant 
secretary of state for African Affairs. Ambassador Freeman 
was Deputy Chief of Mission and Chargé d’affaires in the 
American embassies at both Bangkok and Beijing, was 
Director for Chinese Affairs at the U.S. Department of 
State, and was the principal American interpreter during 
President Nixon’s path-breaking visit to China in 1972.

On September 8, Ambassador Freeman focused mainly on 
his memories and experiences surrounding normalization. 
He discussed the lead of to President Nixon’s 1972 trip to 
China, his own role and experiences ahead of and during 
the trip, and the process of normalization from 1972 
through the official establishment of U.S.-PRC diplomatic 
relations in 1979. 

On September 22, Ambassador Freeman returned to talk 
more about his diplomatic career, including his time at the 
U.S. Embassy in Beijing from 1981–1984, and his overall 
thoughts on U.S.-China relations and advice for diplomats 
today. 

Ambassador 
J. Stapleton Roy    

On October 27, we had a conversation with Ambassador 
J. Stapleton Roy. 

Ambassador Roy is the Founding Director Emeritus and 
a Distinguished Scholar at the Wilson Center’s Kissinger 
Institute on China and the United States. From watching 
the Chinese Civil War from the roof of his school, to 
participating in the secret negotiations to establish U.S.- 
PRC diplomatic relations, to serving as Assistant Secretary 
of State for Intelligence and Research, Ambassador Roy 
has lived through, navigated, and studied the development 
of China and modern Asia for more than 70 years. Holding 
the rank of Career Ambassador, he has served as the top 
U.S. envoy to Singapore, China, and Indonesia.

Ambassador Roy spoke about his childhood in China, 
what it was like being posted in Moscow during Dr. 
Kissinger’s secret trip to China in 1971, the in-between 
period at the U.S. Liaison Office in Beijing after Nixon’s 
1972 visit but before official normalization, serving as 
U.S. Ambassador to China shortly after both the 1989 
Tiananmen Incident and the fall of the Soviet Union, the 
roles and responsibilities of diplomats, and the progression 
of U.S.-China relations over the decades. 



Panel Discussion
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Past Present Future
The Chinese Communist Party at 100

 
On Tuesday, June 22, the U.S.-China Policy Foundation held a virtual panel discussion marking the 100th anniversary 
of the Chinese Communist Party. Speakers included Dr. Bruce Dickson, Professor of Political Science and International 
Affairs and Chair of the Political Science Department at George Washington University; Dr. Douglas Paal, a Non-
Resident Scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the former Director of the U.S.-Taiwan 
Institute; and Professor Chi Wang, president and co-chair of USCPF and the former head of the Chinese and Korean 
Section of the U.S. Library of Congress.

First, Dr. Dickson addressed how the Party’s role 
in China has shifted under Xi Jinping, drawing 
on research from his most recent book, The 
Party and the People: Chinese Politics in the 
21st Century. He noted that while much of the 
international attention on China today focuses 
on Xi Jinping as an individual, it is important 
to monitor how the Party is also changing under 
his leadership, especially through its revival of 
Leninism.

He identified three main changes in the Party 
under Xi: (1) more selective Party recruitment, 

which has led to Party growth rate slowing and a decline in applications to join the Party; (2) greater Party oversight 
of the government and of the policy making process, including the expansion of leading small groups, many of which 
Xi chairs personally; and (3) greater Party monitoring and control of society, especially of civil society and non-
government organizations (NGOs) and is aided by technology.

He questioned the rationale behind the reintroduction of Leninist qualities to the CCP and whether it was driven by 
Xi himself or through a consensus of Party members. He questioned what the Party members could be afraid of, 
considering the lack of organized opposition in China, as well as how viable Leninism and the old means of Party 
control are in contemporary China. Reinserting the Party into daily life could backfire, and the people could resent the 
Party’s attempts to control them. Such a backlash is often predicted but has failed thus far to materialize.

Next, Dr. Paal discussed how the CCP has factored into U.S.-China relations throughout its history. Paal notes that 
there were limited interactions between the Americans and the Communists during the war through the Dixie Mission, 
but the first significant diplomatic outreach between the U.S. and the CCP began in 1945 during the mission of 
General George Marshall, whom President Harry Truman dispatched to attempt to negotiate a peace between the CCP 
and Chiang Kaishek’s KMT following the Japanese surrender. Marshall’s mission proved unsuccessful and the U.S. 
and China subsequently became diplomatically estranged. The U.S. was initially ambivalent about the Communists 
seemingly inevitable victory, and its Embassy staff remained in Nanjing and expected to open diplomatic relations 
with the Communist government. But Mao and Stalin’s decision to support North Korean leader Kim Il Sung’s 
invasion of the South in 1950 solidified U.S. opposition to the PRC and facilitated diplomatic estrangement between 
Washington and Beijing that lasted for over two decades.

Traditional diplomacy fell victim to the broader U.S. confrontation with the Communist government system. After 



Support USCPF
You can show your support for enhanced U.S.-China relations by making a contribution to USCPF. As a non-
profit organization, we rely on donations and sponsorships for the ability to continue to organize programs and 
events. Any donation amount is appreciated. To donate, please detach and mail the form below or visit us online 
at uscpf.org/v3/donate/. You can also call us at 202-547-8615.

   [   ]  I am donating in the amount of  □ $50 □  $100 □  $500 □ $1,000 □ Other ___________
           to support the work of the U.S.-China Policy Foundation.

   [   ]  I am interested in learning more about sponsorship opportunities and benefits.

   Name _____________________________  Title/Affiliation ___________________________________

   Address ____________________________  City/State ______________________ Zip code _________

   Phone _____________________________   Email __________________________________________

Please enclose this form with a check made out to the U.S.-China Policy Foundation and mail to 
300 New Jersey Ave NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20001

The USCPF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 
An official receipt will be sent to the address provided. For more information, contact 202-547-8615 or uscpf@uscpf.org
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more than forty years of normalized relations and sustained engagement, the U.S. is once again facing a systemic 
rivalry with China’s authoritarian system. The question is whether diplomacy will once again fall victim to this rivalry.

Professor Wang addressed the history of the CCP’s founding in 1921. He explained that while the Party’s founding 
is celebrated on July 1 every year, its true founding date was likely in late July. Mao’s decision to celebrate on July 
1 prompted the annual commemoration to occur on this date. The original founding members totaled no more than 
thirteen. It was held in the French concession in Shanghai and had to be relocated to a nearby lake after French police 
interrupted the proceedings. Growing Party membership after 1921 was very difficult, and only accelerated after the 
Party decided to allow dual membership in the KMT.

Thousands of Communists were among the ranks of Chiang Kaishek’s army that took on the warlords in the Northern 
Expedition. When he discovered the extent of Communist membership in his ranks, Chiang’s initiated a campaign 
to eliminate them. Thousands were killed, and from the survivors the Red Army was founded. The survival of the 
CCP despite Chiang’s efforts to eliminate them was a testament to the deliberation of the largely youthful Chinese 
Communist movement. The survival of the CCP was also greatly aided by the Young Marshal Zhang Xueliang’s 
decision to kidnap Chiang in the 1936 Xi’ian incident. Zhang released Chiang after he promised to cease operations 
against the Communists and fight the Japanese instead. This decision likely saved Mao and the CCP.
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As a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, contributions to the USCPF are tax-deductible and are always used to support our worthy and 
cost-effective programs. All contributors will be identified in the subsequent USCPF annual report.
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The U.S.-China PoliCy FoUndaTion 
woUld like To Thank oUr 2021 SPonSorS

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office

  David E. Miller    

The Honorable Barbara H. Franklin
26th U.S. Secretary of  Commerce




